
• Prevent tripping and avoid damage to 
the hose from trucks, shutting doors, or 
tools by keeping the hose off the floor. 

• Keep sharp objects away from the hose 
to prevent rubbing a weak spot in it. Pay 
particular attention to burred fittings.

• Smoothly coil the hose to prevent kinks 
and then hang it over a broad support rath-
er than a hook, nail, angle iron, or other 
such item so that it does not get a puncture. 

• Always use the lowest possible pressure 
that will get the job done. Even a hose 
with only 40 psi of pressure can easily 
drive paint chips, scale, or dirt into your 
face where it will embed like shrapnel. At 
only 40 lbs., it can easily rupture an ear-
drum or even blow an eye from its socket. 

• Air pressure can penetrate skin, possi-
bly causing an internal hemorrhage and 
certainly causing intense pain. It can even 
burst internal organs and a slow, excruciat-
ing death if medical attention is not sought. 
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COMPRESSED AIR

Air doesn’t seem dangerous, does it? It 
seems innocuous but at the right com-
pressed pressure it can slice a finger right 
off a hand. 

Compressed air seems harmless, but it is 
not a play thing and must be used cautiously 
and in a safe manner. Before snatching up 
an air hose and going right to work, keep 
the following safety precautions in mind.

• Every single time you use compressed air, 
verify that you do in fact have an air hose 
and not a gas or water hose. It is helpful to 
clearly mark the hose to aid in quick iden-
tification. 

• Next you should check the condition of 
the hose. Pay close attention to the areas 
where the hose bends, has been attached to 
a nozzle or shut off valve, and also where it 
may have been kinked or rubbed. 

Weakened areas can, without warning, 
swell and burst. Hose shrapnel can be em-
bedded in skin and the hose itself may be-
come dangerously mobile.
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• An attached air hose nozzle should be 
considered a deadly weapon. Never point 
it at another person and certainly not your-
self. Rather than blow dust off a surface, 
use a vacuum, broom, or brush to clean it 
up. Save the air hose for cracks or crevices 
that are difficult to reach with another tool. 

• Every employee should follow standard 
safety procedures. Always use approved 
safe work practices and remember your 
training. Wear the appropriate safety gear 
such as cup-type eye goggles and gloves 
and erect shields to protect other employ-
ees and passersby. 

Using the correct nozzle and a low pres-
sure, which would be 30 lbs. psi or less, 
cautiously remove dust or other particles 
from jigs, lathes, fixtures, or other deep-
seated holes or areas.

Finally, remember that compressed air can 
be lethal and must be treated with respect. 
It can be an invaluable tool if used in an 
intelligent and safe manner.
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